
Nebraska Wheat Board Meeting 
Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center – Kearney, NE 
Tuesday, February 24, 2026 | 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM CST 

 
 
Board Members Present 
Tyson Narjes; Chairman, District 2 
Mary Eisenzimmer; Vice Chairwoman, District 3 
Kent Lorens; District 4 
Amy Warner; District 5 
Monte Murkle; District 6 
Mark Spurgin; At-large 
 
Staff Present 
Royce Schaneman – Executive Director 
Jadyn Jenkins – Marketing Specialist 
Samantha Oborny – Ag Promotions Coordinator 
Abigail Hirschman – Intern  
 
Others Present 
Hector Santiago – UNL  
Jeff Bradshaw – UNL  
T.S. Tatineni – UNL  
Katherine Frels – UNL  
Lan Xu – UNL  
Lise Pingault – UNL  
Shaonpives Mandal – UNL  
Stephen Wegulo – UNL  
Cody Creech – UNL  
Adam Leise – UNL  
Bijesh Maharjan – UNL  
Martha Mamo – UNL (zoom) 
Nathan Mueller – Nu Horizon Genetics  
Dalton Henry – U.S. Wheat Associates  
Emma Leek – NTV News  
 
Proceedings 
Chairman Tyson Narjes called the meeting to order at 8:31 AM.  
 
Roll Call 
Roll call was taken and crop reports were given. Doug Hashman was absent. Guests were 
introduced and welcomed in person.  
 
Review & Adopt Agenda 
Add Executive Session to discuss personnel after first reading funding proposals. 



Spurgin moved to approve the amended agenda, Murkle seconded. Voice vote, motion 
carried.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
Eisenzimmer moved to approve the minutes, Lorens seconded. Voice vote, motion carried.  
 
Approval of Financial Reports 
Lorens moved to approve the financial reports as presented, Spurgin seconded. Roll call 
vote: Eisenzimmer – yes, Lorens – yes, Warner – yes, Murkle – yes, Spurgin – yes, Narjes – yes. 
Motion carried.  
 
Lorens moved to take $1,000 from unobligated for the Women in Ag Sponsorship, 
Eisenzimmer seconded. Roll call vote: Lorens – yes, Warner – yes, Murkle – yes, Eisenzimmer 
– yes, Narjes – yes. Motion carried.  
 
Lorens moved to take $13 from unobligated for the Stem Sawfly contract, Murkle 
seconded. Roll call vote: Warner – yes, Murkle – yes, Spurgin – yes, Eisenzimmer – yes, Lorens 
– yes, Narjes – yes. Motion carried.  
 
Domestic & International Marketing 

Wheat Marketing Center – Mary Eisenzimmer reported to the board that they had a 
recent zoom call in January. The main discussion has been what the fee structure should 
look like for membership of the organization. There are new states interested in becoming 
members and there has been a lot of discussion of what the fairest fee structure would 
look like.  

 
Wheat Foods Council – Kent Lorens reported that there will be an upcoming meeting in 
Denver, CO for WFC. He reported that the marketing group that is hired through WFC 
did not produce the contracted work this past month and this will be an item to resolve 
for the group.  

 
Plains Grains Inc. – Mark Spurgin reported to the board about the last PGI meeting in 
December that he attended for PGI. Spurgin reported that there was a surprisingly good 
attendance of state representatives. Schaneman explained the history of PGI and how the 
board of directors and voting states were selected. He mentioned that at the previous 
meeting there was discussion to see if the process is still relevant or if it needs to be 
reevaluated. Schaneman informed the board that he has put out an RFP on behalf of PGI 
to conduct the quality testing to see what bids will come in.  

 
Wheat Quality Council – Royce Schaneman reported on the recent WQC meeting the 
previous week. He reported that this meeting was Dave Green’s last meeting as he retired. 
He said the meeting was good and productive with a variety of audiences in attendance. 
Dr. Katherine Frels reported on the meeting as well and gave the board an update on 
wheat varieties that are going through   

 



Home Baking Association – Kent Lorens reported that the HBA Executive Director has 
stepped down. 

 
Coalition for Grain Fiber – Tyson Narjes reported that the coalition had a meeting the 
previous day. It was a productive meeting looking at the goals of the coalition moving 
forward and benchmarks that they want to set to be able to be productive with the mission 
of the coalition.  

 
USW Winter Meeting – Abby Hirschman reported to the board about her experience 
attending the USW Winter Meeting in January. She presented a PowerPoint presentation 
detailing her time in Washington DC with the NWB and tasks she was responsible for 
while on the trip.  

 
Ex-officio Reports 

UNL – Hector Santiago gave the NWB a report on relevant staffing changes at UNL. He 
discussed current events within IANR research and funding related to a majority of 
programs. Santiago and UNL researchers present discussed the effects of the removal of 
the Statistics Department.  

 
 NDA – No reports given.  
 
Research Update 

The NWB received updated from current funded research projects including: 
• Bijesh Maharajan – Irrigated Winter Wheat Fertility 
• T.S. Tatineni – Wheat Streak Mosaic Resistant Wheat 
• Nathan Mueller – Nu Horizon Genetics 
• Jeff Bradshaw – Wheat Stem Sawfly 
• Katherine Frels – Wheat Breeding Program 
• Lan Xu – High Quality Wheat 
• Stephen Wegulo – Mitigating WW Losses by Disease 
• Adam Liese – NE On-Farm Research 
• Lise Pingault – Metabolite Markers Associated with Wheat Stem Sawfly Resistance 
• Cody Creech 

 
U.S. Wheat Associates   

Dalton Henry with U.S. Wheat Associates came to present to the NWB current policy and 
communication priorities for USW. He also discussed upcoming events and trade 
missions through USW and how they are working on behalf of NWB for international 
marketing. 

 
Nebraska Wheat Growers Association Report 

Jadyn Jenkins updated the board on the recent NWGA annual meeting and the speakers 
who joined the group along with items of business discussed. Membership renewals are 
continuing to come into the office and Jadyn and Abby are coordinating those. Jadyn 
informed the board on the NWGA Scholarship. There were 75 total applications 



submitted and the two winners selected were Berkelee Beekman graduating from Diller-
Odell High School and Logan Feather graduating from Gothenburg High School.  
 
Royce Schaneman gave the board a state policy update. Royce has been attending the Ag 
Leaders meetings to watch current bills going through the legislature. He informed the 
board on some of the bills and whether the ag leaders group supports or opposes each.  

 
Nebraska Wheat Board Administrative/Office Report 

NWB Staff updated board members on current events happening in the office since their 
last update. These items included: WMC Portland Tour recap, NE Crop Improvement 
meeting, and State FFA Convention prep.  
 
There were some items the board were tasked to follow up on including completing the 
Accountability and Disclosure Forms and selecting a WMC alternate. Mark Spurgin was 
selected as the WMC alternate.  
 
Staff also informed the board that while the NWB currently has a travel agent through the 
State of Nebraska, they were advised to use only if the most cost effective and time 
efficient. It was also requested that the board try to do advanced meeting scheduling to 
help with calendar organization.  
 
Royce Schaneman also opened the discussion to the board about the benefits of staff 
creating a preferred wheat variety list. After discussion, it was decided that it may be best 
to let private industry handle this task.  

 
First Reading Funding Proposals 
Eisenzimmer to move all proposals to second reading except for the Lee AgriMedia 
proposal. Spurgin seconded. Voice vote, motion carried.  
 
Executive Session 
Eisenzimmer moved to go into session at 3:57 PM, Spurgin seconded.  
 
Spurgin moved to exit executive session at 4:21 PM, Eisenzimmer seconded. Voice vote, 
motion carried.  
 
Calendar & Travel Approval 
Add UNL Agronomy meeting March 3rd & 4th – Staff  
UNL Meeting at Fallbrook March 4th – Royce  
Tentative UNL Field Day Dates 
Tentative next NWB meeting date: Will send poll for the week of June 8th in North Platte, NE.  
 
Warner moved to approve the amended calendar, Lorens seconded. Voice vote, motion 
carried.  
 
Adjournment 
Lorens moved to adjourn at 4:31 PM, Warner seconded. Voice vote, motion carried. 


